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Human and Civil Rights 

HUMAN RIGHTS 
• Right to Self  Determination 
• Right to Safe and Healthy Work Conditions 
• Right to Highest Standard of  Physical and Mental Health 
• Right to Food 
• Right to a Decent Living Condition 
• Equal Rights Between Men and Women 
• Right of  Youth and Children to be Free From Exploitation 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
• Ensuring peoples' physical integrity and safety. 
• Protection from discrimination on grounds such as gender, religion, race, sexual 

orientation, national origin, age, immigrant status, etc. 
• Equal access to health care, education, culture, etc. 

 



What Are the Commons?  

• Air 

• Water 

• Land 

• Food 

• Shelter 

• Clothing 

• Energy 

• Education  

• Work 

• Health 

• Safety 

• Mobility 



The COMMONS  
&  

SACRIFICE ZONES 
 

?Who Accesses and Who Pays the Costs? 



EXPOSURE 













Presenter
Presentation Notes
n 2009, Wichita generated almost 4.8 pounds of trash per person per day.  This is above the national average of 4.3 pounds.  



Waste Being Dumped in Our Communities 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Every community that received waste from the BP oil spill had a POC population that was higher than the national average. The one white county that was going to receive the waste put up such a protest that they ended up not sending the waste there.







ACCESS 







Employment and Mobility 

 
96 percent of welfare recipients do not own a car. 

 
Two-thirds of the job growth in the nation’s metropolitan areas has 

taken place in the suburbs.  



IMPACT 
IMP 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
.After – say animals are not the only organisms affected, there are also human health effects of pollution











During Hurricane Katrina, over 1,800 
individuals died because they were 
unable to evacuate the city. 
 
Persons with special health conditions 
and  persons who were elderly, poor, or 
differently abled were the most likely to 
die. 
 
Low-income African Americans often 
could not evacuate because they had no 
personal transportation. 
 





Port Gibson—Grand Gulf 





Criminalization 





FALSE SOLUTIONS 



“All progress is 
precarious, and the 
solution of one 
problem brings us 
face to face with 
another problem.” 
--Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 



Stopping Danger In Its Tracks 
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REAL SOLUTIONS 





Key Considerations as We Transform Systems 

LOCALISM 
Access 

Economic Justice 
Do No Harm 
Adaptation 

 



FRONTLINE COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP 







“I’m not interested in any action plan to rebuild/organize a people’s agenda in New 
Orleans without a gender analysis and a demand for community accountability.” 
—Shana Griffin, New Orleans Resident and Gender Justice Activist 
 





Principles and Practices of Environmental and Climate Justice 
Movement Building  

 
• Principles of Environmental Justice  
• http://www.ejnet.org/ej/principles.html 
• Jemez Principles for Democratic Organizing 
• http://www.ejnet.org/ej/jemez.pdf 
• Bali Principles of Climate Justice 
• http://www.ejnet.org/ej/bali.pdf 
• People’s Agreement of Cochabamba 
• http://pwccc.wordpress.com/2010/04/24/peoples-agreement/ 
• Everybody’s Movement 
• http://www.yale.edu/divinity/dislocations/documents/everybodysmov

ement_AngelaPark.pdf 
• Cultivating the Grassroots 
• http://www.ncrp.org/files/publications/Cultivating_the_grassroots_fin

al_lowres.pdf 
 

http://www.ejnet.org/ej/principles.html
http://www.ejnet.org/ej/jemez.pdf
http://www.ejnet.org/ej/bali.pdf
http://pwccc.wordpress.com/2010/04/24/peoples-agreement/
http://www.yale.edu/divinity/dislocations/documents/everybodysmovement_AngelaPark.pdf
http://www.yale.edu/divinity/dislocations/documents/everybodysmovement_AngelaPark.pdf
http://www.ncrp.org/files/publications/Cultivating_the_grassroots_final_lowres.pdf
http://www.ncrp.org/files/publications/Cultivating_the_grassroots_final_lowres.pdf


Jemez Principles of Democratic Organizing 

  Be Inclusive 
 

 Emphasis on Bottom Up Organizing 
 

 Work Together in Solidarity and Mutuality 
 

 Build Just Relationships Amongst Ourselves 
 

 Commitment to Self-Transformation 



Advancing True Democracy 



 
Systematic Political 
Disenfranchisement 
Eliminates Inclusive, 
Representational Decision 
Making 





Civic Engagement 





Advancing Equity Based Transportation 
and Goods Movement  
Principles and Practices 







BUS RIDERS UNION 



Thank You 
 

Jacqui Patterson 
jpatterson@naacpnet.org    

@jacquipatt  
443-465-9809 

mailto:jpatterson@naacpnet.org
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